CONTRA COSTA COLLEGE

Department Discipline Equivalency Statement
English 
(Approved by the Contra Costa College Academic Senate) 

	For a candidate without the appropriate master's degree to be considered equivalent for a General English teaching position at Contra Costa Community College, he/she must fulfill requirements in one of the following categories:

Option 1 - UNITS

If equivalency is reached by course work alone, an applicant must have:

A. 30 semester units beyond the BA, at least 24 of which are at the graduate level, in one or a combination of the following areas (a-e):

a. English

b. Literature (e.g., American, British, Women in Literature, African American, or other "non-traditional" Literature courses)

c. Comparative Literature

d. Composition

e. Teaching English to bilingual, bi-dialectical, and culturally diverse students

OR

B. 36 semester units beyond the BA at least 27 of which are at the graduate level and at least 15 of which are in some or all of a-e above. The remaining semester units may come from the following areas:

f.    Creative Writing

f. Journalism

g. Reading Instruction

h. Linguistics

Option 2 - COMBINATION OF UNITS AND EXPERIENCE

Equivalency may be reached by a combination of course work and experience, according to the criteria listed in A, B, and C below. An applicant must have:

A. An appropriate BA in accordance with existing Policy of the Contra Costa Community College District Governing Board:                                            and

B. A combination of at least 20 upper-division or graduate semester units beyond the BA in the areas above (a-i):                                                      and

C. Quality experience in an occupation relevant to the teaching of English, including composition and reading. The following are examples of such experience: 

a. Three (3) years of full-time teaching at an accredited high school or college or the equivalent (72 semester units).

b. Author or co-author of book-length creative works or textbooks or software package in the field of English published by a recognized commercial publisher:

*Creative works include biography, autobiography, novel, play or collection of   short stories, essays, poetry.

*Textbooks include books as well as software packages related to the teaching of English.

*For equivalency "accounting" purposes, one book is equivalent to two years of experience, and 12 published short works are equivalent to one book (two years of experience).

c. Full-time work experience as a writer or editor (fiction, nonfiction, technical writing).
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